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Sets in Step news for    2026 
 

Message from the Board: 

First of all, we would like to give Karyn Smithson-Hughes a big thank you for all her years of service as 
the fearless leader/co-leader of Sets in Steps since 2018. We know Marie will be just as awesome. 

Not sure about you, but every time I turn on the news, it is constantly bombarding me about how 
expensive it has gotten for all Americans to live day to day. Because of this we are not travelling and 
exploring as much as we used to. I would like to share some news about Metro and how it is 
reasonable for everyone in Los Angeles County to take the Metro to get around.   

Gary and I have been Travel Buddies for Metro’s ‘On the Move’ program for the last 2 years. This 
program teaches seniors how to safely travel on public transportation using Metro (subway, light rail 
and buses). With the expansion of the D-line (Purple line) we can now get out of our cars and travel to 
new places using public transportation. 

New stations at La Brea, Fairfax and La Cienega connect the cultural energy of Mid-Wilshire with 
Koreatown, Downtown LA and beyond. 

Wilshire/La Brea Station -  
El Rey Theatre 
Korean Cultural Center  
SAG-AFTRA 
Wilshire/Fairfax Station -  
Craft Contemporary 
The Grove 
La Brea Tar Pits and Museum 
Little Ethiopia 
Los Angeles County Museum of Art 
The Original Farmer’s Market 
Petersen Automotive Museum 
Academy Museum of Motion Pictures 
Wilshire/La Cienega Station -  
Beverly Center 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 
Fine Arts Theater 
Saban Theater 
West Hollywood border 
 

Cost on the Metro is $.35 per ride during non-peak hours with a Senior Tap card, and $.75 for peak 
hours.  Senior Tap cards are available online for seniors 62 or older for free.  For those with a  
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regular Tap card the fare is $1.75 per ride.  If you transfer within a 2 hour period you will only be charged 
once, i.e., you ride the subway at 8:00 AM and transfer to a metro bus at 9:00 AM you will only be 
charged once.  If you get back on the subway after 10:00 AM you will be charged for a second fare.  

If you would like to see where else you can go using Metro, go online to https://www.metro.net/.  This site 
will allow you to plan trips using Metro (subway, bus, light rail) and tell you how long the trip will take.   

Our square dance workshops will be coming to an end at the end of the month.  Hope everyone has a 
wonderful summer and venture outside of your comfort zone and vehicles with visiting friends and 
family to visit some of the new destinations Metro has to offer. 

Stay safe and enjoy your summer.  

Yukie and Gary Shirtcliff 
Sets in Steps Social Chair 
 

 

 

Welcome to the 2026-27 Sets in Step Board 

• President: Marie Hadaway 
• Vice President: Sandy MacLennan 
• Treasurer: Will Shaw 
• Secretary: Susan Collins 
• Caller Recruiter: Al York and Jay Noell  
• CCHA Representative: Will Shaw 
• Class Coordinator: Ileana Shaw 
• Party Chair: Karyn Smithson-Hughes 
• Social Chair: Yukie and Gary Shirtcliff 
• Digital Historian: Stam Hill 
• Sherriff: Jinger Valenzuela 

 

Note that we do not have anyone currently serving in the positions of Publicity Chair and Visitation Chair. 
Those positions will remain open for the time being. 

Turn-over party 

On Sunday, June 7th we are having our annual potluck dinner party, where we can thank the outgoing 
Board members and recognize people who are switching responsibilities. This year Will and Ileana 
Shaw are again hosting our get-together: 5:30 – 8:30 pm at 2430 Whittier Ave., in La Crescenta.  
Please respond to Ileana’s online request for r.s.v.p., or, if you were not able to do that, please let 
Ileana know what you can bring to the potluck. 

https://www.metro.net/
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Visitation: 
Our next visitation will be to Boots and Slippers' annual Guide Dog Benefit 
Dance: Saturday, June 6th, 7:30 - 10:30 pm.  Simi Senior Center, 3900 Avenida 
Simi, Simi Valley, CA 93063. With Dick Hodnefield, Rod Shuping, and Mike Kellogg 
all calling, this will be a fun dance, and a great way to support a good cause:  
all proceeds go to the Guide Dogs of America. (pictured right: Boots and Slippers’ 
sponsored puppy, Archie) 
 

Upcoming Sets in Step club dances: 

Date Caller Theme (for party dances)  Refreshments (party dances)  

JUNE 5 Shauna Kaaria   

JUNE 19 Michael Kellogg Angel Appreciation 
sweet: Estela 
salty: Lakshmi 
fruit: Jay 

JULY 3 Andy Allemao   

JULY 17 Rod Shuping Novelty T-shirts 
sweet: Pat 
salty: Will 
fruit: Ileana 

AUG 7 Dale Hoppers   

AUG 21  Don Schadt Aloha Night 
sweet: Yukie 
salty: Gary 
fruit: Jinger 

SEPT 4 Bill Gipson   

SEPT 18 Phil Farmer Baseball Fever 
sweet: Bob 
salty: Carol 
fruit: Sandy 

OCT 2 Paul Waters   

OCT 16 Rick Manning Guys N Ghouls 
sweet: Susan 
salty: Stam 
fruit: Marie 

NOV 6 Mike Seastrom   

NOV 20 Mike Haworth Turkey Trot 
sweet: Connie 
salty: Karyn 
fruit: Don 

DEC 4 Shauna Kaaria   

DEC 18 Michael Kellogg Holiday Joy 
Food will be provided by club 
members. Our party chair will have 
signups ahead of time. 
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Class news: 

Tuesday evenings, from now ‘till the end of June: 
Location: Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, 3561 Foothill Blvd. in La Crescenta 
Time: 7:00 – 9:30 pm 
Cost: $5 (for both classes) 

First half 7:00 – 8:15: Dale is teaching the current Mainstream calls with some SSD review for our SSD 
graduates; this is a good reinforcement of Mainstream calls for everyone. We always need angels!! 
Second half 8:15 – 9:30: Plus class with Mainstream review, and Dale is also including the new calls 
that are going to be in the Plus list starting this Fall. 

Although our classes will be taking a break during July and August, we still have our regular dances 
year-round. And other clubs are dancing in the summer as well -- be sure to get in a square as often as 
you can, so your skills don’t get “rusty.” 

NOTE: Will and Ileana Shaw will be out of town for the May 26th and June 2nd classes, so we can use a 
little extra help with set up and clean up. (Will and Ileana – we’ll miss you, and we hope you have a 
great time!!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to Don Hughes: June 14 

Happy Anniversary to Ileana and Will Shaw: June 24 

 

 

Reminder:  The regular June Board Meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 3rd, 7:00 PM 
via Zoom. The minutes of the May meeting, along with the Zoom info, will be emailed ahead of time. 


